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Dear Parents and Community Members:

By now you probably have settled back into the daily routines that were interrupted by the 
winter recess. Whether you stayed in town or chose to take a family vacation, I sincerely 

hope that you and your children had the opportunity to rest, relax and spend some additional 
quality time together. You will need the energy to keep up with the pace we have to continue 
through late June. 

Student achievement, emotional growth, and preparing our students for global citizenship 
remain priorities at Hamilton Central School. However, we cannot do this solely on hopes, 
dreams and talent. We need resources in an environment of decreasing state resources within 
the context of declining enrollment and increasing costs. That is why this winter a small group 
of teachers, two Board of Education members, parents, students and myself spent countless 
hours applying for the XQ Super School competition. The grand prize is $10,000,000! 

In March, I presented the Hamilton International Scholars Program to the HCS community. 
The program would bring a positive, diverse and academically able group of international stu-
dents into the Hamilton community to share cultural and educational experiences. The program 
would also provide an opportunity to enhance cultural and academic learning for all involved 
through the development of inter-personal relationships. Students will develop a deeper un-
derstanding of the realities of global co-existence. These experiences will enrich our students’ 
perspectives, may be life impacting, and will provide a modest revenue stream to HCS. 

As spring moves along we are building a school budget that is educationally sound and fis-
cally responsible, and that considers the many factors that influence our students, staff, and 
taxpayers. All in at HCS!

We will continue to be vigilant in our efforts to develop rich, powerful educational programs 
that assist in the creation of meaningful, engaging experiences for our learners. Working to-
gether, every child gets ahead because Everyone Matters and Everyone is Important at HCS.

Reminder: April 25th to April 29th school will be closed for spring break.

Your Partner in Education, Dr. A...

Anael Alston 
Anael Alston, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools

From the Superintendent...

http://www.hamiltoncentral.org


2

Hamilton Central School District

A Matter of Principal

At HCS, we are committed to meeting the needs of all of 
our students; this includes our learners who are ready for 
college level work while in high school. We have recently 
expanded our dual credit relationships to include four 
very different, but well regarded, institutions of higher 
learning –Colgate University, Morrisville State College, 
Onondaga Community College and Mohawk Valley Com-
munity College.  Below are the options our students can 
now explore to gain a head start on college.

Colgate University
Community Students Program (CSP) at  

Colgate University
 Our community partners at Colgate allow eligible* 

juniors and seniors to take college courses at the highly 
regarded Colgate University. Typically, our students take 
entry or 100 level courses. The tuition for one course is 
$300.00. Students may take courses during both the fall 
and spring semesters or for just one semester. Below are the 
courses that many of our students may be able to take*.

Colgate 100 Level Courses 
* Course placement is based on academic criteria and 

the individual student’s regular high school schedule.

Morrisville State College
Dual Enrollment Credit at Morrisville  

State College
Because of the rigor, relevance and sound teaching in 

our outstanding Agriculture Program at HCS, students 
may receive a Morrisville State College transcript and up 
to 12 SUNY credit hours upon successful completion of 
the following courses: 

• Environmental Science, 
• Pre-Veterinary Science, 
• Horticulture in conjunction with Advanced Agriculture, 
• Mechanics in conjunction with Advanced Agriculture

Onondaga Community College
The Onondaga College Credit Now (CCN) Program al-

lows our students to gain a head start on college by earn-
ing college credit for select Onondaga courses at no cost. 
The courses are delivered as part of our students’ normal 
school day and are taught by our qualified teachers. 
Courses transfer to many other colleges and universities 
across NYS and throughout the country. Courses offered 
for the 2016-17 academic year are:

• English I & II (Freshman Composition I & II), 
• Music Theory, 
• Lifetime Physical Wellness, 
• Digital Photography

Mohawk Valley Community College
The Mohawk Valley Community College’s Dual Credit 

Program is a community service offered to our high 
school students enabling them to earn college credit and 
advanced standing for college classes attended at HCS 
at NO cost. Courses are taught by our teachers who have 
been pre-approved as MVCC adjunct faculty. Students 
who take courses through the Dual Credit Program re-
ceive both college and high school credit simultaneously. 
We will offer the following French courses for the  
2016-17 academic year:

• French 201 and French 202

Each course runs for one college semester  
(201: September-January; 202: February-June) and earns 
students 3 credits, for a total of 6 credits at the end of 
the academic year. French 201 and French 202 suffice 
to exempt students from the language requirement once 
they get to college. Furthermore, the 6 college credits are 
highly transferable to most colleges and 100% transfer-
able to all SUNY schools.

For more information, please contact the HS school 
counseling office at 824-6327. 

William Dowsland
William Dowsland • Secondary Principal
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Home of the Emerald Knights

Teen Art Show:
HCS Middle and High School students’ art 

works represented HCS as one of ten schools in the 
Earlville Opera House’s Teen Art Show. A BIG con-
gratulations to the following students on having their 
art works submitted to the show: Jade Wilcox, Nick 
Swenson, Alyssa MacKinnon, Brynn Bikowsky, Mer-
cedes Hayes, Joseua Figueroa, Eamon Pendelton-
Witherspoon, Trevor Dow, Jeremy Carroll, Maddy 
Gibbons, Rosa Sheherd, Jack Ballard, Yasmend 
Koniewicz, Braeden Wilson, Allie Pushlar, Elijah 
Miller, Ada Hayduke-Toomath, Clara Lemal-Brown, 
Ella Skinner, Ben Bikowsky, Ashley LaRuffa, Spencer 
Thomas, Andrew Rodriguez, Jules Fravil, Olivia Cro-
yle, Emma Carter, Dora Ammerman, Brad Holcomb, 
Ella Kenyon, Lauren Rodriguez, Dylan Crowell, 
Jade Wilkinson, Dylan Collins, Emilie Rogister, John 
Brennan, and Ian Wilson.

The exhibit will be up from March 19th - April 30th. 
EOH is open Tuesday - Friday, 10 - 5; Saturday, 12 - 3

Digital Photography  
Field Trip:

In early March Ms. Stagner’s Digital Photography 
class went on a field trip to see 
Colgate University’s Captured 
by the Lens exhibition at both 
the Longyear Museum and The 
Thought Into Action Entrepre-
neurship Institute. The show 
is the culminating work of 12 
Colgate students enrolled in  
Professor Nick Shepherd’s 
course Photography: Anthropol-
ogy and Archaeology. 

The works in the show 
examine themes of objectifica-
tion, humanization, percep-
tion, acceptance, desirability, 

and stylization. Several of the works operate as social 
commentary on selfie culture and social media percep-
tions seen through Instagram. 

Ms. Stagner’s students analyzed and critiqued each 
of the series through a round table discussion, and they 
had the opportunity to talk to one of the students who 
was in the course.

The exhibition will be on display through March 13th 
at the Longyear Museum of Anthropology, and will run 
through April 29th at the Creative Arts House and the 
Thought Into Action Entrepreneurship Institute.
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HCS Masquers 
The Masquers presented “South Pacific” on March 

3rd, 4th, and 5th. 

The show was set in an island paradise during World 
War II, in which two parallel love stories were threat-
ened by the dangers of prejudice and war. Congratula-
tions to cast and crew on another fantastic show!

Ninth Grade News:
By: Donna Moren

On Tuesday, March 15th the HCS ninth grade attended 
the Syracuse Stage production of “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” We had read the novel in class, and now were 
excited to see the live production. The author, Harper 
Lee, passed away recently, and this seemed like an ap-
propriate way to celebrate her book and her life.

On an historical note, soon-to-be retired social studies 
teacher, Kathy Sabino, remembered bringing students to 
Syracuse Stage 
some years ago for 
a performance of 
“To Kill a Mock-
ingbird.” Former 
English teacher 
Sally Lura started 
the tradition of 
HCS students 
visiting Syracuse 
Stage. We inquired 
at the theatre and 
they confirmed 
that the play was 
last performed 
there in 1996.

Thanks, Sally Lura!

Seventh Grade News:
French students got a special visit from our foreign exchange student, Emilie Rogister. At the end of our  

“At School” unit, Emilie gave a presentation about what school is like in Belgium. She described a typical week 
at her school, including her 
class and break schedule, school 
policies, and community-based 
activities that she participates in. 
Emilie also described the various 
school trips she’s taken. This was 
an excellent opportunity for the 
students to learn about some simi-
larities and differences between 
schools in the United States and 
schools abroad. Thank you, Emi-
lie! The students really enjoyed 
your visit, and we look forward to 
having you again!
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It has been a great first year for the HCS chapter of 
the National Junior Honor Society! Thirty-four seventh 
and eighth graders were were inducted at a ceremony on 
October 26th, 2015. Mr. Arquiett, the guest speaker, spoke 

to the inductees about responsibility, and three seniors 
from the National Honor Society spoke about the central 
principles of NJHS.

During the school year, NJHS members have taken on 
two whole-group projects. In November, they decided 
to support the Hygiene Drive that was organized by the 
Almeda club. In just one week, our members donated 

over 140 hygiene items, including shampoo, conditioner, 
soap, deodorant, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. In Janu-
ary, the Community Action Program of Madison County 
asked NJHS if we would organize an HCS bedding 

drive. The goal was to 
provide bedding for 
homeless individuals 
and families living in 
shelters, and for other 
local families in need. 
Our members and their 
families, as well as 
many other students, 
teachers, and fami-
lies from the greater 
Hamilton community, 
contributed toward this 
cause. As a result, we 
were able to donate 40 
large blankets, 40 sheet 
sets, and many miscel-
laneous bedding items! 
The Madison County 
CAP was overwhelmed 
by the community’s 
generosity, and they 
asked that we express 
their appreciation. 

For the remainder of 
the school year, NJHS 
members will continue 
working toward their 
individual community 
service goals of 10 
hours each. Some of 
the service activities 
they have undertaken 
so far include help-
ing out with practices 
and games for youth 
sports, volunteering in 
elementary classrooms, 
helping out with 
church-related ac-
tivities, and picking up 
trash in their neighbor-
hoods. Through these 

activities, as well as the group activities above, students 
can discover the sense of joy and accomplishment that 
goes along with helping others.

Keep up the good work, NJHS members! Your contri-
butions both inside and outside the classroom are appreci-
ated. The positive habits that you are building today will 
help to lay the foundation for success and happiness in 
the future.

National Junior Honor Society
By Holly White
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Elementary News
Shenkel’s Drive

As most of you know, we lost a very dear friend, colleague, and role model on March 30th. I would like to dedicate 
this article to the way in which Chris Shenkel lived his life, both as a teacher and a person. I had the utmost privi-

lege of working with Mr. Shenkel for nine years, and I learned a great deal from our time together. 

Chris was originally from Louisiana, born and raised, and attended school at Florida State. His life lead him to HCS, 
and he loved his adopted home in Central New York. Besides teaching students, he was an original DIY (Do It Your-
self) guy. He was a mechanic, a carpenter, and an electrician; and he designed and helped to build his own house. Chris 
played music professionally and for entertainment, often giving free concerts for the community. 

I met Chris in my first year as a principal back in 2007. He was beginning his career as a teacher in a public school. He 
had a mission back then to build 
a strings program, and he did just 
that. When he started, Chris was 
only a part time teacher, as we did 
not have a large enough popula-
tion of strings players for a full 
time teacher schedule. He grew the 
program from third through fifth 
grade players to include second 
grade through twelfth. When he 
started, there were fewer than 30 
students taking strings lessons. By 
2016, more than 100 HCS students 
were playing strings instruments. 
Dedication, passion for his craft, 
an unrelenting work ethic, masterful modeling, and a sense of understanding for learning all helped Chris to grow a love 
for music in his students. One of the key reasons for this success was that he never gave up on a student. A number of 
times Chris would have a student who wasn’t all that serious about his/her music. Instead of giving up on the student 
and dismissing him/her from the program, he would spend extra time with this student. He would make contacts with 
the parents, inspire this student, and allow them to continue playing in the orchestra. Additionally, Chris would give up 
his planning period and often worked through his lunch to assist students who needed more practice. He did whatever 
it took to help his students. This is a true marker of masterful teacher and caring person.  

   Chris embodied many elements that made him a wonderful person and masterful teacher. He had a remarkable sense 
of humor and an optimistic mindset. Often, he would start the day by stopping by the office to tell me a new joke he 
had heard or made up. In class, he shared his sense of humor with his students. He also had a love of history and always 
gave his students the historical background of the music they played and the era in which it was composed. Chris also 
felt it was important to teach his students about the mood or feel of the music. He believed, and rightfully so, that the 
emotional experience of the music was essential for understanding how to play the music. Chris also felt it was impor-
tant for students to not only read and play music, but also to compose music. His fifth grade composer project was a 
highlight of each year. Students wrote and played the music of other students, with one composer each year having his 
or her work played by the entire orchestra at our spring assembly. 
   Chris’ battle with cancer was a long one. I cannot count the number of times he would walk into my office to share 
the dreadful news of it returning. He never once felt sorry for himself or was angered by his condition. His optimistic 
approach to life was an inspiration to all of us; he was our superman. Each time he was burdened with the return of this 
cancer, I would tell him to take time off, rest up for the fight, and not to worry about his responsibilities at work. And 
each time, he would say that teaching his students was what helped “drive him.” It gave him the strength to live through 
the pain and a purpose for hope. This work with students was Shenkel’s Drive. 
   In honor of Chris and to continue his influence, we have named his hallway “Shenkel’s Drive.”  This will forever 
remind us of what drives all of us to teach children. His work will not be forgotten and his extra-odinary qualities will 
forever live on with the students he inspired. 

Kevin Ellis
Hamilton Elementary Principal
Honored Friend & Colleague of Chris Shenkel
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First Grade News
First graders are learning how to work both independently and together as partners. We are thinking not just 

about what kind of students we want to be, but also what kind of grownups do we aspire to be? We are learning 
and thinking with five stances in mind: resiliency, persistence, empathy, optimistism, and flexibility.

Third Graders 
Third graders are launching into podcasts!!!!!  As part of our compare/contrast China/Japan Unit, one stu-

dent from each of the two third grade classes studied one aspect of the culture of each country, such as music, 
art, sports, fashion, etc.  Then the two third grade “cultural experts” teamed up to write and voice-over a pod-
cast about their subject.  Third graders also studied the structure of mystery stories, finding the mystery, clues, 
suspects, witnesses, and details about the inspector, all the time discussing their theories as to “Who done it?”  
Readers made sure that all their ideas were based on evidence from the book.
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Destination Imagination
Hamilton Elementary School is 

sending five Destination Imagina-
tion (DI) teams to the Regional 
Showcase in Ithaca, NY on March 
19th and to the DI State Tourna-
ment in Binghamton, NY on April 
9th. These teams have been work-
ing for months on building creative 
solutions to several different DI 
“challenges.” Two teams have been 
creating a story about change that 
includes a vehicle that changes its 
movement method and propulsion 
system each time it crosses the 
stage. Two teams are writing mys-
tery stories that take place sometime 
in the past (like Ancient Egypt or 
the 1970s) and team members will 
find out “who did it” live on stage. 
Another team is writing a story that 
is all about camouflage in nature and 
includes a surprising plot twist!

In addition to solving these more 
involved Team Challenges, students 
will also face an Instant Challenge 
at each tournament. In the Instant 
Challenge portion, teams are give a 
small challenge, such as building a 
bridge out of a limited set of materi-
als without verbal communication in 
5 minutes. 

Our DI teams are made up of HCS 
students in grades 2-5 and are led by 
parent volunteers and teacher Katie 
Jacobsen. The students are in charge 
of writing their own scripts, creat-
ing props, and doing research - all 
must be done by the students without 
“grownup interference.” It has been 
an amazing lesson in teamwork, 
time management, and innovation 
for all involved, and we are so proud 
of these kids as they travel to their 
upcoming tournaments! 

Big thanks to our parent vol-
unteers: Esther Rosbrook, Alice 
Virden-Speer, Gwenn Werner and 
Sarah Dunlay! Learn more about the 
program at www.destinationimagina-
tion.org 
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2016-2017 
UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN

The Hamilton Central School Universal Pre-Kindergarten /Targeted Pre-K program is currently accepting applica-
tions for our 2016-2017 school year.

The UPK program is FREE to children who live in the Hamilton Central School District and will be age 4 by 
12/1/16.  Applications must be submitted by May 1st, 2016.  A lottery will be held as per UPK guidelines, for all stu-
dents who have registered by the deadline.  Students who are not accepted into the UPK program may then be eligible 
for our Targeted Pre-K program, if their families meet the entrance criteria.  If the number of applicants exceeds the 
number of openings within our Pre-K program, acceptance will be based on eligibility and Pre-K guidelines. All chil-
dren who are not admitted into our Pre-K program will be considered for potential placement at alternative settings.

Applications may be found online on the HCS website (hamiltoncentral.org) or picked up at the school.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Mr. Kevin Ellis at (315) 824-6330.

Kindergarten Registration at Hamilton Central School
Kindergarten registration has begun for the 2016-2017 school year.  Parents of children who will be 5 years old by 

December 1st, 2016 are invited to visit the Hamilton Central School website under “Parents,”  “Forms” or stop by the 
elementary office for an application to enroll their child for the 2016-2017 school year. Your child’s birth certificate 
and official immunization record will be required for registration. 

Please submit Kindergarten applications by Monday, May 2nd, 2016 in order to be scheduled for a screening. Screen-
ings for incoming kindergarten students will take place May 24th, 25th and 26th, 2016.  An appointment letter will be 
sent to you with a day and time to bring your child in for screening.

For more information call Lynda O’Keeffe, Elementary Secretary, at 824-6330.
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2016-17 BUDGET CALENDAR of EVENTS
April 18 Petitions for Board of Education candidates are due - 4:00 p.m.
April 19 Regular Board of Education Meeting - Possible Adoption of 2016-17 Budget
May 6  Budget Newsletter Available
May 10 Public Budget Hearing - 6:00 p.m.
May 17 Budget Vote & School Board Elections - Noon - 8:00 p.m. - Bus Garage

GO HOME EARLY DRILL
Our annual GO HOME EARLY Drill will be on Friday, April 22nd.  School will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m.  
Children will be arriving home approximately 15 minutes earlier than normal.

A Message from the NYS Department of Health
PARENTS:  New for 2016-17 School Year - All kids entering 7th and 12th grade must have the meningococcal vaccine.  
Without it, they can’t start school.

About the Vaccine:
*  It’s not a new vaccine.  It’s been recommended for a decade.
*  Most parents already choose to vaccinate their children.
*  What’s new is that the vaccine will be required for school entry as of September 1, 2016.

About Meningococcal Disease:
*  It causes bacterial meningitis and other serious diseases.
*  Teens and young adults are at greater risk.
*  It comes on quickly and without warning.
*  Its symptoms are similar to the flu.
*  Every case of this disease can result in death or long-term disability.

Check with your doctor.  Even kids who have had a shot before may need a booster to start school.


